
NEWTON Robertlliffe 
NIETZSCHE Michael Tanner 
NINETEENTH-CENTURY BRITAIN 

Ch!istopher Harvie and H,C.G. Matthew 
THE NORMAN CONQUEST 

George Garnett 
NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS 

Theda Perdue and Michael D. Green 
NORTHERN IRELAND Marc Mulholland 
NOTH I NG Frank Close 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS Joseph M. Siracusa 
THE OLD TESTAMENT 

Michael D. Coogan 
PARTICLE PHYSICS Frank Close 
PAUL E. P. Sanders 
PENTECOSTALISM William K. Kay 
PHILOSOPHY Edward Craig 
PHILOSOPHY OF LAW RaymondWacks 
PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE Sarnir Okasha 
PHOTOGRAPHY Steve Edwards 
PLAN ETS David A. Rothery 
PLATO Julia Annas 
POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY David Miller 
POLITICS Kenneth Minogue 
POSTCOLONIALISM RobertYoung 
POSTMODERNISM Christopher Butler 
POSTSTRUCTURALISM Catherine Belsey 
PREHISTORY ChrisGosden 
PRESOCRATIC PHILOSOPHY 

Catherine Osborne 
PRIVACY Raymond Wacks 
PROGRESSIVISM WalterNugent 
PSYCHIATRY Tom Burns 
PSYCHOLOGY Gillian Butler and 

Freda McManus 
PURITANISM Francis]. Brerner 
THE QUAKERS Pink Dandelion 
QUANTUM THEORY John Polkinghorne 
RACISM Ali Rattansi 
THE REAGAN REVOLUTION Gil Troy 
THE REFORMATION Peter Marshall 
RE LATIVITY Russell Stannard 
RELIGION IN AME RICA Timothy Beal 
THE RENAISSANCE Jerry Brotton 
RENAISSANCE ART Geraldine A.Johnson 
RISK Baruch Fischhoff and John Kadvany 

ROMAN BRITAIN Peter Salway 
TH E ROMAN EMPIRE Christopher Kelly 
ROMANTICISM Michael Ferber 
ROUSSEAU Robert Wokler 
RUSSELL A.C.Grayling 
RUSSIAN LITERATURE Catriona Kelly 
TH E RUSSIAN REVOLUTION S.A. Smith 
SCHIZOPH RENIA Chris Frith and 

Eve Johnstone 
SCHOPENHAUER Christopher Janaway 
SCIENCE AND RELIGION Thomas Dixon 
SCOTLAN D Rab Houston 
SEXUALITY Véronique Mottier 
SHAKESPEARE Germaine Greer 
SOCIAL AN D CULTURAL 

ANTHROPOLOGY John Monaghan 
and Peter just 

SOCIALISM Michael Newman 
SOCIOLOG Y Steve Bruce 
SOCRATES C.C.W. Taylor 
THE SOVIET UNION StephenLovell 
THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR Helen Graham 
SPANISH LITERATURE jo Labanyi 
SPINOZA RogerScruton 
STATISTICS David]. Hand 
STUART BRITAIN John Morrill 
SUPERCON DUCTIVITY Stephen 81undell 
TE RRORI SM Charles Townshend 
THEOLOGY David F. Ford 
THOMAS AQUI NAS Fergus Kerr 
TOCQU EVI LLE Harvey C. Mansfield 
TRAG E DY Adrian Poole 
THE TUDORS JohnGuy 
TWENTIETH-CENTURY BRITAIN 

Kenneth O. Morgan 
THE UNITED NATIONS 

jussi M. Hanhimaki 
THE U.S. CONGRESS Donald A. Ritchie 
UTOPIANISM Lyman TowerSargent 
THE VIKINGS JulianRichards 
WITCHCRAFT Malcolm Gaskíll 
WITTGENSTEIN A.C.Grayling 
WORLD MUSIC Philip Bohlman 
THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION 

Amrita Narlikar 
WRITING AND SCRIPT Andrew Robinson 

For more inforrnation visit our web site: 

www.oup.eo.uk/ general/vsi/ 

Raymond Wacks 

LAW 
A Very Short lntroduction 

OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 

STJ00118134



OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Great Clarendon Street, Oxford ox2 6DP 

Oxford Universíty Press is a department of the University of Oxford. 
It furthers the Universíty's objectíve of excellence in research, scholarshíp, 

and education by publisbing worldwide in 

Oxford New York 

Auckland Cape TO\\"Il Dar es Salaam Hong Kong Karachi 
Kuala Lumpur Madrid Melbourne Mexico City Nairobi 

New Delhi Shanghai Thipeí Toronto 

With offices in 

Argentina Austria Brazil Chile Czech Republic France Greece 
Guatemala Hungary Italy Japan Poland Portugal Singapore 
South K.orea Switzerland Thailand Turkey Ukraíne Vietnam 

Oxford ís a registered trade mark ofOxford University Press 
in the UK and ín certain other countries 

Published in the Uníted States 
by Oxford University Press Inc., New York 

© Raymond Wacks 2008 

The moral rights of the author have been asserted 

Database right Oxford Universíty Press (maker) 

First published 2008 

Ali rights reserved. No part ofthis publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, ín any form or by any means, 

without the prior permission ín writing of Oxford University Press, 
or as expressly permitted by law, or under terms agreed with the appropriate 

reprographics rights organization. Enquiries concerníng reproduction 
outside the scope of the above should be sent to the Rights Department, 

Oxford Uníversity Press, at the address above 

You must not circulate thís hook in any other binding or c over 
and you must impose the sarne condition on any acquirer 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 

Data available 

Library ofCongress Cataloging in Pnblication Data 

Data available 

ISBN 978-0-19-92149•i-9 

5 7 9 10 8 6 

1)1peset by SPI Publisher Services, Pondicherry, Indía 
Printed in Great Britain by 

Ashford Colour Press Ltd, Gosport, Hampshire 

STJ00118134



OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Great Clarendon Street, Oxford ox2 6oP 

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. 
It furthers the University's objective of excellence ín research, scholarship, 

and education by publishing worldwide in 

Oxford New York 

Auckland Cape Town Dar es Salaam Hong Kong Karachi 
K:uala Lumpur Madrid Melbourne Mexico City Nairobi 

New Delhi Shanghai Taipei Toronto 

With offices in 

Argentina Austría Brazil Chile Czech Republic France Greece 
Guatemala Hungary Italy Japan Poland Portugal Síngapore 
South Korea Switzerland Thailand Turkey Ukraine Vietnam 

Oxford is a registered trade mark of Oxford University Press 
in the UK and in certain other countries 

Published in the United States 
by Oxford University Press Inc., New York 

© Raymond Wacks 2008 

The moral rights of the author have been asserted 

Data.base right Oxford University Press (maker) 

First published 2008 

Ali rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, 

without the prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press, 
oras expressly permitted by law, or under terms agreed with the appropriate 

reprographics rights organization. Enquiries conceming reproduction 
outside the scope of the ahove should be sent to the Rights Department, 

Oxford University Press, at the address above 

You must not circulate tbis book in any other bíndíng or cover 
and you must impose the sarne conditíon on any acquirer 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 

Data available 

Library ofCongress Cataloging in Publication Data 

Data available 

ISBN 978-0-19-921496-9 

57910 86 

'fypeset by SPI Publisher Services, Pondicherry, India 
Printed in Great B ritain by 

Ashford Colour Press Ltd, Gosport, Hampshire 

Contents 

Preface ix 

Llst of illustrations xiíi 

1 Law's roots 1 

2 Law's branches 36 

3 Law and morality 67 

4 Courts 85 

5 Lawyers 1 08 

6 The future of the law 121 

References 154 

Cases discussed 156 

Legal sources: a very short explanation 158 

Further reading 160 

Index 169 

STJ00118134




